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Seeds of pra\er is a resource for pra\er for
indiYiduals, groups, church serYices and
other meetings. If \ou Zould like to feed
back \our oZn insights and pra\ers then
Ze Zould be Yer\ happ\ to hear from \ou.

'HarYesting little'
IW is noZ ofØcial: 2025 Zas Whe hoWWesW sXmmer on record. For man\ farmers,
parWicXlarl\ in Whe Midlands, SoXWh and EasW, iW has been a disasWroXs season. LasW

\ear, 2024, crops failed dXe Wo ZaWerlogging, Whis \ear Whe\ haYe failed dXe Wo

droXghW. The small amoXnWs of rain Ze did geW qXickl\ eYaporaWed in Whe heaW. OYer
a large porWion of Whe coXnWr\, cereal \ields haYe been aboXW half of ZhaW ZoXldb

normall\ be e[pecWed, ZiWh grassland and forage prodXcWion eYen Zorse. B\ earl\

aXWXmn liYesWock Zere receiYing ZinWer raWions, sWocks of Zhich Zill become criWical
oYer Whis ZinWer. BXW Ze are belieYing for God's proYision.

Pray that farmers facing critical times will cry out to God, seeking the Lord for His
provision, and receiving it with thanksgiving. Pray for understanding and wisdom as we
ponder these things and for deepening trust in the Lord. 
-----
Now, therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. You have sown much,
and harvested little.....Why? declares the Lord of hosts. Because of my house that lies in
ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house.
(Haggai 1:5,6,9)
-
How precious is your unfailing love, O God!
All humanity Ønds shelter in the shadow of you wings.
You feed them from the abundance of your own house,
Letting them drink from your river of delights.
(Psalm 36:7-8, NLT)
-
Though the Øg tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines
The produce of the olive fail, and the Øelds yield no food,
The Ùock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls,
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 
(Habbakuk 3:17-18, ESV).

'The First H\mn'
The O[\rh\nchXs H\mn, discoYered in 1918 on an old pap\rXs in Whe ancienW

Eg\pWian WoZn of O[\rh\nchXs, and pXblished in 1922, is belieYed Wo be Whe oldesW

ChrisWian h\mn for Zhich Ze haYe boWh Zords and mXsic (biW.l\/o[\h\m1).b
InWeresW in Whe h\mn Zas rekindled b\ Whe release in April Whis \ear of a modern

song b\ Chris Tomlin and Ben Fielding inspired b\ Whe h\mn (biW.l\/o[\WomØe). A

Ølm enWiWled 'The FirsW H\mn', chronicling "Whe h\mnËs joXrne\ from iWs deserW
origins Wo iWs modern resXrrecWion" is dXe Wo be released laWer Whis \ear

(biW.l\/o[\rØ). (A Yersion of Whe original is here - biW.l\/o[\gre).

The simple Zords of Whe h\mn e[horW all of God's creaWion, Yisible and inYisible, Wo
join His people, in aZe and Zorship of Him, Zho is FaWher, Son and Hol\ SpiriW.

BeloZ is one WranslaWion (biW.l\/o[\h\m1).

Let it be silent
Let the luminous stars not shine,
Let the winds and all the noisy rivers die down;
And as we hymn the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
Let all the powers add ÍAmen AmenÎ
Empire, praise always, and glory to God,
The sole giver of good things, Amen Amen.Î

Forthcoming eYents
Online gatherings
Wednesda\ 17 September 2025
7.30 - 9.00 PM
'A moYemenW of hope in rXral BriWain'
Sharing sWories of mission;b encoXraging

and pra\ing for one anoWher.

Saturda\ 8 NoYember 2025
9.00 - 10.30 AM
'Themed online pra\er'. The Wheme for

Whis gaWhering Zill be 'The King is in Whe
Øeld'. DeWails Zill be posWed on Whe

Hope CoXnWr\side sXbsWack siWe and
circXlaWed Yia oXr neWZorks nearer Whe

eYenW.

Login for all online eYenWs:

hWWps://Zeb.]oom.Xs/join

Zoom meeWing ID: 821 1671 9194
Passcode: 905289

'Across Britain'
Januar\ - June 2026
BeWZeen JanXar\ and JXne 2026, Whe

Across BriWain iniWiaWiYeb is asking
ChrisWians Wo go for a Zalk, and as Whe\

Zalk Wo pra\ and re-dedicaWe Whe land Wo

God - home b\ home, farm b\ farm,
sWreeW b\ sWreeW, declaring Whis land is

GodËs land, and seeking his blessing on

Whe places Zhere Ze liYe. Find oXW more
and sign Xp aW Across BriWain

(biW.l\/pra\acbr).

Hope Countryside is a parWnership
inclXding Village Hope, AgricXlWXral
ChrisWian FelloZship, Whe World Pra\er
CenWre and oWhers. 'Hope CoXnWr\side'
e[presses oXr groZing Yision of beacons
of pra\er lighWing Xp across rXral BriWain,
bringing hope boWh to Whe coXnWr\side
and from Whe coXnWr\side Wo Whe Zhole
of Whe naWion. OXr aim is Wo promoWe
XndersWanding of, and pra\er for, rXral
life and commXniWies, chXrch and
mission, and farming and Whebland.

Seeds of Pra\er



Preparation and celebration
These ne[W feZ monWhs are a season of preparaWion and celebraWion. HarYesW ThanksgiYing serYices Zill soon be XnderZa\,

Zhen Ze shall giYe Whanks Wo God for His proYision of food from oXr Øelds and for Whe farmers Zho sWeZard Whem. This Zill be
folloZed b\ preparaWions for ChrisWmas serYices and oXWreach acWiYiWies, cXlminaWing in a rich YarieW\ of WradiWions and

creaWiYiW\, giYing Whanks Wo God for Whe gifW of His Son, JesXs ChrisW, EmmanXel.b IW is also Whe season of biblical feasWs WhaW

propheWicall\ poinW Wo JesXsË reWXrn, as Ze prepare oXrselYes for His coming and giYe oXrselYes Wo Whe Zork of harYesWing soXls
(biW.l\/aXWXmnfeasWs). This is a bXs\ Wime for man\ across farming commXniWies and chXrches. EmoWions Zill range from an[ieW\

Wo e[ciWemenW, and XncerWainW\ Wo e[pecWaWion.

Pray for farmers as they gather and sow, and for churches as they prepare and celebrate. Pray for them to remember the One who
provides the seed to sow and gives growth to the harvest, and who brings light into the darkness and hope to the world. Pray that the
urgency and activity of mission is not lost during this busy time.

Rural church leaders
AboXW 10,000 (66%) of ChXrch of England parishes are in rXral areas. The rXral popXlaWion of England is almosW 10 million

(biW.l\/rXrpop). So Where is roXghl\ one CofE chXrch per 1000 people or one chXrch per 650 people if Whe esWimaWed 4000b oWher
chXrches in rXral areas are inclXded.b Man\ chXrch leaders/Yicars are responsible for seYeral chXrches, and WraYel long disWances

Wo lead serYices, as Zell as meeWing Whe man\ differenW needs of Whose commXniWies oYer Zhich Whe\ haYe pasWoral oYersighW. In
addiWion Wo regXlar Zorship and pra\er, parish chXrches pla\ an imporWanW role in Whe life of rXral commXniWies, and need Wo raise

mone\ locall\ Wo mainWain man\ lisWed bXildings. MinisWering in a rXral conWe[W is so differenW from Xrban minisWr\ WhaW iW is ofWen

difØcXlW Wo recrXiW leaders ZiWh a hearW for Whe role. CongregaWions are smaller, bXW are likel\ Wo be a larger proporWion of Whe
local popXlaWion Whan Wheir Xrban coXnWerparWs, and, Wherefore, can be a major inÙXence for good in Whe commXniW\.

Pray in this season of spiritual awakening that the people God has called will respond and move into rural ministry, that those already in
post will be built up in their faith and able to shepherd their congregations faithfully, and that more local prayer networks will arise to
undergird rural mission. When you next pass a country church, take a moment to pray for its leaders. Pray for the Crown Nominations
Commission as they seek to nominate a person to become the next Archbishop of Canterbury this autumn (bit.ly/abccnc).

'The King is in the Øeld'
'Seeds' has ofWen referenced Whe land cr\ing oXW Xnder Whe bXrden of sin in oXr naWion (biW.l\/deÙan; biW.l\/YloWlm). The Wheme of

Whis HebreZ monWh of ElXl (ends 22 SepWember) is 'WeshXYah'b - a Wime Wo repenW and reWXrn Wo Whe King Zho is 'in Whe Øeld'
(biW.l\/oØkif).b We are in a Wime of mXch needed e[posXre of corrXpWion, abXse and XnrighWeoXsness in man\ areas of pXblic life,

inclXding Whe chXrch, ZiWh more Wo come. We also see dark forces WhreaWening Wo oYerZhelm oXr naWion. There is an[ieW\ in

man\ hearWs as in Whe da\s of He]ekiah, Zhen Ass\rian inYaders mocked and inWimidaWed JerXsalem's inhabiWanWs and Wheir God
(2 Kings 18 & 19; 2 Chronicles 32:9-19) The Zord of Whe Lord When Zas a call Wo deep hearWfelW repenWance, bXW iW Zas noW

heeded: "In WhaW da\ Whe Lord God of hosWs called Wo Zeeping and moXrning, Wo baldness and pXWWing on sackcloWh, bXW insWead

Where Zas jo\ and fesWiYiW\, killing o[en and slaXghWering sheep, eaWing meaW and drinking Zine" (Isaiah 22:12,13a). When land is
WXrned oYer alloZing lighW and heaW in, disease and pesWs are e[posed. BXrning sWXbble also Xsed Wo be emplo\ed Wo desWro\

Whese, WhXs cleansing Whe land. John came ZiWh ZaWer bapWism for repenWance, bXW Whe bapWism of JesXs, ZinnoZing fork in hand,

is ZiWh Whe Hol\ SpiriW and Øre (MaWWheZ 3:11-12).
Pray for us today to have the grace to lament, repent and return and to know God's presence in our Øelds and his consuming Øre in our
hearts and our nation. 

A seed falls to the ground and dies
As Ze meW Wo compile Whis ediWion of Seeds, ChrisWian speaker and pro-life campaigner Charlie Kirk Zas shoW ZhilsW addressing a

croZd of mosWl\ sWXdenWs in UWah. Then came Whe sickening neZs he had losW his life. Some onl\ saZ him as a poliWical acWiYisW,
bXW iW Zas his faiWh in JesXs WhaW droYe him (biW.l\/cWclck). He Zas a fearless adYocaWe of free speech and Whe imporWance of

engaging in dialogXe and reasoning ZiWh Whose Zho disagreed ZiWh his YieZs and faiWh (biW.l\/ckcWdr). ConfronWing ideologies

preYelanW Woda\, ofWen in Whe face of Yile and abXsiYe opposiWion, he remained Ørm, bXW gracioXs, ofWen calming and silencing
opponenWs, and alZa\s Xnashamed of JesXs, Zho "saYed me". FolloZing JesXs Zas Whe mosW imporWanW Whing in his life. He Zas

passionaWe Wo reach his generaWion, so ofWen losW and confXsed. He kneZ he risked his life ZheneYer he spoke and XlWimaWel\ his
blood Zas shed (ReYelaWion 12:11). He Xsed his Yoice and Zas shoW in Whe neck, Whe WhroaW (ProYerbs 3:3 & 4).

As we ask the Lord to comfort his young family and those close to him, pray for many more voices to rise up to speak truth, wisdom and
hope, not only on big national and international platforms, but also to those around us in our village schools and halls, local hostelries or
coffee shops, or over the garden gate; wherever and whenever the Lord gives the opportunity. Pray that the seed that has fallen to the
ground and died may yield much fruit (John 12:24).


