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SeedV of pUa\eU is a resoXrce for pra\er for
indiYidXals, groXps, chXrch serYices and
other meetings. If \oX ZoXld like to feed
back \oXr oZn insights and pra\ers then
Ze ZoXld be Yer\ happ\ to hear from \oX.

'Taste and see that the Lord is good'
AdYenW is a season of e[pecWaWion and preparaWion, boWh for Whe celebraWion of
JesXsË ØrsW coming in hXmiliW\ and for His second coming in glor\. We look back Wo

Whe child, Whe Êbread from heaYen' (John 6:22-59), born in BeWhlehem, Whe ÊhoXse of

breadË (biW.l\/sigbirWh). BXW Ze also look forZard Wo His coming again Wo gaWher His
people and Wo jXdge Whe Zorld. The King Zho came as a lamb, Zill reWXrn as a lion.

BXW AdYenW is noW jXsW an annXal season in Whe chXrch calendar. IW is oXr presenW long

season of hisWor\, Zhen Ze aZaiW Whe lasW arriYal of Whe King of kings and Lord of
lords. The Zords of prophec\ and an arm\ of angels heralded His ØrsW arriYal, and

prophec\ and angels Zill herald His reWXrn. In Whe meanWime, iW is Xp Wo Whe sainWs of

God, Whe folloZers of JesXs, Zho haYe alread\ ÊWasWed and seen WhaW Whe Lord is
goodË (Psalm 34:8) Wo be His heralds Wo oXr commXniWies, naWion and Zorld, Xrging

Whem Wo be reconciled Wo Whe King before His reWXrn (2 CorinWhians 5:20), and so
escape His ZraWh and gain His merc\ (1 Thessalonians 5:9) (biW.l\/ZiWg).

Across oXr naWion (and Zorld) hearWs are sick becaXse Wheir WrXe home is absenW

from Wheir liYes. Land and creaWion are sXbjecWed Wo fXWiliW\ and deca\, cr\ing for Whe
reYealing of Whe children of God, Wo obWain freedom and glor\ (Romans 8:20-22).b

AV ZH FHOHEUDWH HLV ØUVW DGYHQW, WKURXJK ZKLFK ZH KDYH WDVWHG DQG VHHQ WKH JRRGQHVV RI
WKH LRUG, DQG DZDLW HLV UHWXUQ, SUD\ WKDW ZH ZLOO EH HLV IDLWKIXO KHUDOGV DQG WKDW PDQ\ ZLOO
WDVWH WKH WUXH EUHDG IURP KHDYHQ DQG VR REWDLQ HWHUQDO OLIHb(John 6:51-54).

'Arise, O Lord'
Man\ AdYenW readings, h\mns and pra\ers Xse Whe enWreaWies of ancienW Israel Wo

call on Whe Lord Wo come and deliYer His people from oppression, darkness, capWiYiW\

and e[ile. This is especiall\ eYidenW in WhaW mosW popXlar of AdYenW h\mns, O Come,
O Come, EmmanXelË, Zhich draZs on a series of Old TesWamenW moWifs Wo call on Whe

Lord Wo ransom, free, enlighWen and bring home His people.

A lesser-knoZn AdYenW h\mn, ÊThe Lord Zill come and noW be sloZË (b\ 17Wh
cenWXr\ poeW, John MilWon), WZo Yerses of Zhich are beloZ, echoes biblical Whemes

of Whe LordËs soYereignW\ and inWended salYaWion of Whe naWions (Isaiah 42:1, 49:6,

52:10; LXke 2:30-32), calling on Him Wo ÍArise and jXdge Whe earWhÎ (Psalm 82:8) and
declaring His rXle oYer all Whe naWions of Whe earWh (Psalms 82:8, 86:8). There are aW

leasW eleYen oWher inYocaWions Wo Whe Lord Wo ÊAriseË in Whe Psalms.

7KLV AGYHQW, DV WKH ÍQDWLRQV UDJH, DQG WKH SHRSOH SORW D YDLQ WKLQJÎ DQG ÍWKH NLQJV RI WKH
HDUWK VHW WKHPVHOYHV Ñ DJDLQVW WKH LRUG DQG HLV DQRLQWHG" (PVDOP 2:1-2), VHHPLQJO\ ZLWK
HYHU JUHDWHU LQWHQVLW\, JLYH WKDQNV WKDW WKH LRUG KDV DOUHDG\ DULVHQ ÍZLWK WKH DUN RI HLV
VWUHQJWKÎ (PVDOP 132:8) DQG FRPH DQG GZHOW DPRQJ XV (JRKQ 1:14), DQG FDOO RQ HLP WR
DULVH DQG UHGHHP HLV SHRSOH (PVDOPV 44:26), VFDWWHU HLV HQHPLHV (PVDOP 68:1) DQG MXGJH
WKH QDWLRQV (PVDOP 9:19).
--------------
RLVH, GRG, MXGJH DOO WKH EDUWK LQ PLJKW,
7KLV ZLFNHG EDUWK UHGUHVV;
FRU \RX DUH KH ZKR VKDOO E\ ULJKW
7KH QDWLRQV DOO SRVVHVV.
-
7KH QDWLRQV, DOO ZKRP \RX KDYH PDGH,
6KDOO FRPH, DQG DOO VKDOO IUDPH
7R ERZ WKHP ORZ EHIRUH \RX, LRUG,
AQG JORULI\ \RXU QDPH

FXtXre eYents
BeloZ are some Hope CoXnWr\side
daWes for \oXr diar\ (deWails Wo folloZ

ne[W \ear).

Wednesda\, 12 FebUXaU\ 2025, 7.30 -

9.00 PM, ÊA moYemenW of hopeË, Online

pra\er and sharing.

SaWXrda\, 5 ASUil 2025, 9.00 - 10.30

AM, Themed online pra\er.

ThXrsda\, 29 Ma\ 2025, 7.30 - 9.00
PM, ÊA moYemenW of hopeË, Online

pra\er and sharing.

SaWXrda\, 28 JXQe 2025, 9.30 - 16.00, ÊA

da\ on Whe farmË, Coleshill.

Wednesda\, 17 SeSWembeU 2025, 7.30 -

9.00 PM, ÊA moYemenW of hopeË, Online

pra\er and sharing.

SaWXrda\, 8 NRYembeU 2025, 9.00 -

10.30 AM, Themed online pra\er.

HRSe CRXQWU\Vide is a parWnership
inclXding Village Hope, AgricXlWXral
ChrisWian FelloZship, Whe World Pra\er
CenWre and oWhers. 'Hope CoXnWr\side'
e[presses oXr groZing Yision of beacons
of pra\er lighWing Xp across rXral BriWain,
bringing hope boWh WR Whe coXnWr\side
and IURP Whe coXnWr\side Wo Whe Zhole
of Whe naWion. OXr aim is Wo promoWe
XndersWanding of, and pra\er for, rXral
life and commXniWies, chXrch and
mission, and farming and Whebland.
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The hope of the gospel
These ne[W Whree monWhs, ZiWh Wheir shorW da\s and coldesW WemperaWXres, can be especiall\ challenging for rXral commXniWies.

BXW, as Ze celebraWe AdYenW, ChrisWmas and Epiphan\, Whe season also prompWs Xs Wo remember ZhaW God has done in fXlØlling
Whe promise of His Kingdom coming. The birWh of JesXs inaXgXraWed a ÊneZ e[odXsË, defeaWing eYil and bringing freedom and Whe

hope of eWernal life Wo all Zho receiYe Him (John 1:12; TiWXs 1:1-3; 1 PeWer 1:3).

PUD\ IRU WKH JRVSHO RI KRSH WR EH VKDUHG LQ HYHU\ FDURO DQG CKULVWPDV VHUYLFH LQ YLOODJH KDOOV, EDUQV, FKXUFKHV, VFKRROV DQG LQ WKH RSHQ DLU.
PUD\ WKDW HYHU\ FKXUFK DQG HYHU\ CKULVWLDQ ZLOO EH HPEROGHQHG WR UHDFK RXW LQ HYHU\ ZD\ SRVVLEOH WR DOORZ HLV OLJKW WR VKLQH LQWR GDUN
SODFHV DQG KHDUWV, DQG LQWR WKH GDUN VLWXDWLRQV WKDW IDFH VR PDQ\ LQ WKH FRXQWU\VLGH WRGD\. HRSH LV GDULQJ, FRXUDJHRXV; LW KDV WKH
DXGDFLW\ WR UHDFK D KDQG LQWR WKH GDUNQHVV DQG FRPH RXW ZLWK D KDQGIXO RI OLJKW. PUD\ IRU HDFK RI XV WR KDYH WKH FRXUDJH WR UHDFK RXW LQ
SUD\HU DQG SUDFWLFDO ZD\V WR WKRVH ZH NQRZ ZKR QHHG D IUHVK JOLPSVH RI KRSH LQ WKHLU VLWXDWLRQV.

Farmers are disma\ed
In NoYember, Whe goYernmenW annoXnced radical changes in AgricXlWXral ProperW\ Relief, prompWing a sXrge of an[ieW\ and

anger in Whe farming commXniW\. ÍFrom 6 April 2026, Whe [cXrrenW] fXll 100% relief from inheriWance Wa[ Zill be resWricWed Wo Whe

ØrsW e1 million of combined agricXlWXral and bXsiness properW\Î (biW.l\/defraapr). There is profoXnd disagreemenW beWZeen Whe
goYernmenW and farming organisaWions as Wo hoZ deepl\ and Zidel\ Whis Zill affecW farm bXsinesses (biW.l\/fXfaØW); man\ farming

people belieYe iW signals Whe impending end of Wheir bXsinesses and famil\ farming as Ze haYe knoZn iW, ZiWh implicaWions for Whe
naWion's food secXriW\. The goYernmenW has been accXsed of pXshing elderl\ farmers inWo a ÊsXicide ZindoZË (biW.l\/msnsZin),

Zhich sadl\ some haYe alread\ gone WhroXgh (biW.l\/e[psXi). On 19 NoYember, WhoXsands of farmers gaWhered in London Wo

proWesW againsW Whe changes (biW.l\/bbcfrpr; biW.l\/ffoW). There is anoWher proWesW planned for 11 December (biW.l\/fpWrac).
PUD\ IRU WKH FOHDU YRLFH RI WUXWK WR EH KHDUG DERYH WKH PDQ\ FRQÙLFWLQJ YRLFHV VSHDNLQJ DERXW WKLV PDWWHU. PUD\ IRU CKULVWLDQV FRQFHUQHG
ZLWK RU DERXW IDUPLQJ DQG IRRG WR EH JLYHQ D FOHDU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ, QRW RQO\ RI WKH VXUIDFH SKHQRPHQD, EXW DOVR RI WKH LGHRORJLFDO DQG
VSLULWXDO LVVXHV EHKLQG WKHP, DQG WR NQRZ KRZ WR SUD\ DQG DFW. PUD\ IRU DOO WKRVH LQ IDUPLQJ IHDUIXO IRU WKH IXWXUH DQG IRU WKRVH SHRSOH
DQG RUJDQLVDWLRQV WKDW UHDFK RXW WR WKHP ZLWK SUDFWLFDO DQG SDVWRUDO VXSSRUW.

Light, liberation and dedication
This \ear Whe eighW-da\ JeZish fesWiYal of HannXkah coincides e[acWl\ ZiWh ChrisWmas, sWarWing on 25 December and ending on 1

JanXar\. IW commemoraWes Whe cleansing and reconsecraWion of Whe desecraWed Temple in 165 BC, folloZing Whe liberaWion of

JerXsalem from Whe W\rannical rXle of Whe HellenisW king, AnWiochXs Epiphanes. HanXkkah is a fesWiYal of lighW, liberaWion and
dedicaWion, of Whe oYercoming of eYil and falsehood and of reWXrning Wo WrXe faiWh. JesXs declared, ÍI am Whe lighW of Whe ZorldÎ

dXring Whe fesWiYal of HannXkah (John 9:1-10:39) (hWWps://biW.l\/Ylohan).

AV PDQ\ CKULVWLDQ OHDGHUV, FKXUFKHV DQG GHQRPLQDWLRQV VHHP WR EH GHSDUWLQJ IURP VFULSWXUH DQG WUDGLWLRQ WR DFFRPPRGDWH WKH 'VSLULW RI
WKH DJH', SUD\ WKDW WKH LRUG ZLOO UDLVH XS WKRVH ZKR, OLNH WKH MDFFDEHHV, ZLOO VHHN WR UHVWRUH ULJKW ZRUVKLS DQG WUXH IDLWK DPRQJ GRGËV
SHRSOH. AV ZDU FRQWLQXHV WR UDJH LQ IVUDHO DQG WKH MLGGOH EDVW, ZLWK WKH FRQVWDQW WKUHDW RI HYHQ JUHDWHU HVFDODWLRQ, ÍSUD\ IRU WKH SHDFH RI
JHUXVDOHPÎ (PVDOP 122:6-9) DQG IRU DOO FDXJKW XS LQ WKH FRQÙLFW, HVSHFLDOO\ WKRVH RI WKH KRXVHKROG RI IDLWK (GDODWLDQV 6:10).

'Like a pent-Xp Ùood'
Rare red ZeaWher Zarnings heralded Whe adYenW of SWorm Darragh.b FesWiYiWies, sporWing eYenWs and WraYel plans Zere cancelled.
The hXrricane-force Zind, eYocaWiYe of Whe "sWorm of Whe Lord" in jXdgemenW (Jeremiah 30:23), broXghW doZn large Wrees and

poZer lines, reminiscenW of Whe aXWhoriW\ giYen Wo Jeremiah "oYer naWions and kingdoms Wo plXck Xp and pXll doZn, Wo desWro\

and oYerWhroZ" before "bXilding and planWing" (Jeremiah 1:10). The soXnd of a 'mighW\ Zind' (AcWs 2:2) and 'man\ ZaWers'
(ReYelaWion 1:15), Zas heard across Whe land: "apocal\pWic Zinds sXrge along Whe coasW", reporWed Whe BBC (biW.l\/bbcapc).

Isaiah 59 is a sad indicWmenW of Whe sWaWe of ancienW Israel and a Wragicall\ accXraWe descripWion of oXr naWion Woda\.bbIn response,

Whe Lord comes "like a penW-Xp Ùood WhaW Whe breaWh of Whe Lord driYes on". BXW Whis is folloZed ZiWh Whe hope WhaW "He Zill come
Wo Zion as redeemer Wo Whose in Jacob Zho WXrn from Wransgression" (Isaiah 59:18-20, NIV/NRSV).

PUD\ IRU H\HV WR VHH DQG HDUV WR KHDU ZKDW WKH LRUG LV VD\LQJ WKURXJK WKHVH HYHQWV, DQG WKDW WKHVH FDWDVWURSKHV (ELW.O\/YORVSFOLRQ) ZLOO
FDXVH SHRSOH QRW WR UDLO DJDLQVW HLP QRU WR JLYH IXUWKHU REHLVDQFH WR WKH LGHRORJ\ RI 'NHW =HUR', EXW WR WXUQ WR HLP LQ JRGO\ IHDU DQG
UHSHQWDQFH, FRPH WR NQRZ HLP DV WKHLU RHGHHPHU, DQG WKDW, DV D QDWLRQ, ZH ZLOO "GR MXVWLFH, ORYH PHUF\ DQG ZDON KXPEO\ ZLWK RXU GRG"
(MLFDK 6:8).

'Do not harden \oXr hearts'
Psalm 95 begins ZiWh an inYiWaWion Wo Zorship Whe Lord Zho made and mainWains all creaWion: "for He is oXr God and Ze are Whe
people of his pasWXre, and Whe sheep of his hand". BXW Whe Psalm conWinXes ZiWh a Zarning noW Wo harden oXr hearWs Wo God's

Yoice. WeaWher relaWed crop failXres and liYesWock losses haYe been accompanied b\ rising inpXW cosWs, and radical changes in

goYernmenW direcWiYes ZiWh Whe erosion of Ønancial sXpporW for food prodXcWion. All of Whis has affecWed morale in Whe indXsWr\.
PUD\ WKDW IDUPHUV DQG DOO ZKR ZRUN LQ WKH DJULFXOWXUDO VHFWRU GR QRW EHFRPH KDUGHQHG E\ WKH SUHVVXUHV DQG WKH DSSDUHQW RQVODXJKW
DJDLQVW VPDOO EXVLQHVVHV DQG IDPLO\ IDUPV, EXW UDWKHU FRPH MR\IXOO\ LQWR GRG'V SUHVHQFH ZLWK WKDQNVJLYLQJ DQG ZRUVKLS, IRU HH LV RXU GRG.


