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SeedV Rf SUa\eU iV a UeVoXUce foU pUa\eU foU
indiYidXalV, gUoXpV, chXUch VeUYiceV and
oWheU meeWingV. If \oX ZoXld like Wo feed
back \oXU oZn inVighWV and pUa\eUV When
Ze ZoXld be YeU\ happ\ Wo heaU fUom \oX.

'The gleaningV of Whe haUYeVW'
ÍAQG ZKHQ \RX UHDS WKH KDUYHVW RI \RXU ODQG, \RX VKDOO QRW UHDS \RXU ØHOG ULJKW XS WR LWV
HGJH, QRU VKDOO \RX JDWKHU WKH JOHDQLQJV DIWHU \RXU KDUYHVW. <RX VKDOO OHDYH WKHP IRU WKH
SRRU DQG IRU WKH VRMRXUQHU: I DP WKH LRUG \RXU GRG.Î (LHYLWLFXV 23:22)b
-----
In Whe Biblical calendar, Whe monWhs of sXmmer fall beWZeen Whe ØrsW and second

c\cles of feasWs, beWZeen PassoYer, UnleaYened Bread, FirsW-FrXiWs and PenWecosW in

Whe spring, and TrXmpeWs, AWonemenW, and Tabernacles in Whe aXWXmn. In Whe
programme of feasWs seW oXW in LeYiWicXs 23, Whe inWerYal is represenWed b\ a one-

Yerse direcWiYe regarding gleaning (as aboYe).b

An applicaWion of Whis principle is seen in Whe sWor\ of RXWh, Zhen a poor, MoabiWe
ZidoZ sojoXrning in Israel gleans in Whe Øelds of a rich IsraeliWe landoZner (RXWh

2:1-23), and, as a resXlW, becomes noW onl\ parW of Whe hoXse of Israel, bXW a
maWriarch of Whe DaYidic line (RXWh 4:13-22; MaWWheZ 1:5-16).

The spring feasWs speak of JesXsË ØrsW coming, Whe aXWXmn feasWs of His reWXrn. The

sXmmer inWerYal represenWs Whe Wime in beWZeen, Zhen, WhroXgh Whe preaching of
Whe Gospel, Whose Zho Zere ÍaliensÎ and Ífar offÎ, 'ZiWhoXW hope and ZiWhoXW God'

(ie Whe 'poor and Whe sojoXrner'), are ÍbroXghW nearÎ and become members of Whe

ÍcommonZealWh of IsraelÎ (Ephesians 2:11-13), Zhen Zild oliYe branches (ie
genWiles) are grafWed inWo Whe cXlWiYaWed oliYe Wree WhaW is Israel (Romans 11:24-25).

GLYH WKDQNV WKDW WKURXJK CKULVW ZH DUH "QR ORQJHU VWUDQJHUV DQG DOLHQV, EXW IHOORZ FLWL]HQV
ZLWK WKH VDLQWV DQG PHPEHUV RI WKH KRXVHKROG RI GRG" (ESKHVLDQV 2:19), DQG WKDW WKH
LRUG LV ZRUNLQJ HLV SXUSRVH RXW WR JDWKHU "WKH SRRU, FULSSOHG, EOLQG DQG ODPH" IURP WKH
"VWUHHWV DQG ODQHV" DQG "KLJKZD\V DQG KHGJHV" VR WKDW HLV KRXVH ZLOO EH IXOO (LXNH 14:21-
23). PUD\ IRU WKH LRUG RI WKH KDUYHVW WR VHQG RXW ODERXUHUV LQWR HLV KDUYHVW (LXNH 10:2).

'FoU Whe pooU ...'
In Whe lasW 10 \ears or so, 'gleaning groXps' haYe sprXng Xp in man\ places in Whe UK
(biW.l\/gngo). These Zork ZiWh prodXcers Wo rescXe fresh frXiW and YegeWables WhaW

ZoXld oWherZise be ZasWed and geW iW Wo good caXses in Whe local area.

EnYironmenWal campaigning groXp, Feedback, esWimaWed WhaW groZers ZasWe aboXW
16% of Wheir prodXce for reasons be\ond Wheir conWrol, eg inaccXraWe forecasWing b\

reWailers of hoZ mXch Whe\ Zill bX\ or cosmeWic defecWs (biW.l\/gn16;b biW.l\/gnrep).

Gleaning helps redXce food ZasWe, sWrengWhen commXniW\ and enable marginalised
commXniWies Wo access more fresh frXiW and YegeWables (biW.l\/gnZh\).b GLYH WKDQNV
IRU WKHVH LQLWLDWLYHV. PUD\ IRU DOO LQYROYHG, IRU JUHDWHU LQYROYHPHQW RI CKULVWLDQV DQG
FKXUFKHV, DQG IRU WKRVH VHHNLQJ WR UHGXFH IRRG ZDVWH WKURXJK SUDFWLFH DQG SROLF\.

'.. and Whe VojoXUneU'
According Wo a recenW reporW, migranW frXiW and YegeWable pickers coming Wo Zork on
UK farms are being e[ploiWed, Xnderpaid, oYerZorked, bXllied, and se[Xall\

harrassed (biW.l\/Ùe[ssZ; biW.l\/indhb). The GoYernmenW's Seasonal Worker Scheme

enables Whe recrXiWmenW of Xp Wo c 45,000 migranW Zorkers on Wemporar\ Yisas Wo
Zork in horWicXlWXre and Whe poXlWr\ indXsWr\ (biW.l\/goYssZ[). MosW come from Whe

CenWral Asian repXblics. The prodXce indXsWr\ relies heaYil\ on migranW Zorkers,
bXW aW Whe same Wime, Whis reporW sXggesWs Whe\ are noW alZa\s WreaWed Zell. PUD\ IRU
DOO ZKR 'VRMRXUQ' KHUH DQG 'JOHDQ' RXU ØHOGV DQG DOO ZKR HPSOR\ WKHP, DQG WKDW WKH LRUG
ZLOO SURVSHU HPSOR\HUV ZKR WUHDW WKHLU ZRUNHUV ZLWK NLQGQHVV DQG MXVWLFH. PUD\ IRU WKRVH
UHDFKLQJ RXW WR PLJUDQW ZRUNHUV ZLWK FDUH DQG WKH JRVSHO.

FoUWhcoming eYenWV

'A Da\ on Whe FaUm'

SaWXUda\ 29 JXQe 2024
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
SRXWhØeldV FaUm, CRleVhill, B46 3EJ

'Provision & Presence'
YoX are inYiWed Wo join Whe Hope

CoXnWr\side parWnership for a 'da\ on

Whe farm' on 29 JXne 2024, Zhen,
WhroXgh presenWaWions, conYersaWions

and pra\er, Ze shall consider Whe
'proYision and presence of Whe Lord in

rXral BriWain'.

All are Zelcome, and Where is no charge.

BXW please book here (biW.l\/dofpap),

Zhere \oX can Ønd aboXW more aboXW
Whe Wheme and programme for Whe da\.

-----------

Online gaWheUing

WedQeVda\ 11 SeSWembeU 2024
7.30 - 9.00 PM

'A movement of hope in rural Britain'
Sharing sWories of mission;b encoXraging

and pra\ing for one anoWher.

hWWps://Zeb.]oom.Xs/join
Zoom meeWing ID: 821 1671 9194

Passcode: 905289

Hope Countr\side is a parWnership
inclXding Village Hope, AgricXlWXral
ChrisWian FelloZship, Whe World Pra\er
CenWre and oWhers. 'Hope CoXnWr\side'
e[presses oXr groZing Yision of beacons
of pra\er lighWing Xp across rXral BriWain,
bringing hope boWh WR Whe coXnWr\side
and IURP Whe coXnWr\side Wo Whe Zhole
of Whe naWion. OXr aim is Wo promoWe
XndersWanding of, and pra\er for, rXral
life and commXniWies, chXrch and
mission, and farming and Whebland.

SeedV of PUa\eU



'ChooVe life'
God's hearW is Wo bless Xs. He has clearl\ seW oXW for Xs Whe choices Ze mXsW make Wo receiYe His abXndanW blessings. As Ze

approach a General ElecWion, as a naWion and indiYidXall\, Ze again sWand aW a place of decision. RXral people face Whe same
moral, eWhical and spiriWXal choices and decisions as eYer\one else. The sWandards reYealed in scripWXre and creaWion concerning

Zorship, idenWiW\, famil\, socieW\ and commerce, Wranscend personal and poliWical persXasions for coXnWr\ and Xrban dZellers.

GoYernmenW ideologies and policies also profoXndl\ impacW agricXlWXre and horWicXlWXre, and Whe liYelihoods dependenW on
Whem, and Zider coXnWr\ life. The\ ma\ dicWaWe capaciW\, or oWherZise, for food prodXcWion, secXriW\ and sWandards in animal

Zelfare. OpporWXniWies for groZWh and increased food secXriW\ e[isW. For e[ample, Ze cXrrenWl\ groZ onl\ 17% of Whe frXiW Ze

consXme in BriWain (biW.l\/fYss). The Zeeks of campaigning proYide opporWXniWies Wo raise all Whese concerns ZiWh candidaWes.
PUD\ IRU ZLVGRP VR WKDW ZH DOLJQ ZLWK WKH LRUG'V VWDQGDUGV DQG SXUSRVHV (PURYHUEV 8:1-21; LXNH 11:9; JDPHV 1:5-8; ). PUD\ WKDW WKH
SURSKHWLF YRLFH IURP WKH FRXQWU\VLGH ZRXOG EH DPSOLØHG DQG IRU JRGO\, SUDFWLFDO ZLVGRP. PUD\ IRU VRIW KHDUWV DQG OLVWHQLQJ HDUV, DQG WKDW
PHQ DQG ZRPHQ RI XQGHUVWDQGLQJ, LQWHJULW\ DQG KXPLOLW\ ZLOO EH FKRVHQ DQG WKHQ VSHDN WUXWK FOHDUO\, DQG IRU JUHDWHU UXUDO-XUEDQ
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DQG KDUPRQ\, HVSHFLDOO\ DPRQJ EHOLHYHUV. MD\ SHRSOH "FKRRVH OLIH" (2 CKURQLFOHV 7:14; JRVKXD 24:14-15).b

'LeW Whe childUen come Wo Me'
Children and \oXng people feaWXre prominenWl\ in Whe Bible. From concepWion (Psalm 139:13-17) Whe Lord ZaWches oYer Whem,

seYerel\ Zarning an\ Zho ZoXld harm Whem or hinder Wheir faiWh (MaWWheZ 18:6). Praises are ordained from Wheir lips (MaWWheZ
21:15-16; Psalm 8:1-2); parenWs are Wo Weach Whem Whe Za\s of God and \oXng people are Xrged Wo sWa\ on paWhs of

righWeoXsness (Psalm 119:9-16). GroZing Xp in Whe coXnWr\side children can enjo\ Whe Zonders of creaWion and commXniW\. BXW

Whe\ face Whe same dangers and WempWaWions as Wheir peers in WoZns, especiall\ Zhen moYing Wo secondar\ school, alWhoXgh
someWimes Whese are less Yisible. The inWerneW and social media proYide man\ opporWXniWies, some good, oWhers XWWerl\

desWrXcWiYe, all reaching inWo eYer\ home and mobile phone.

PUDLVH GRG IRU LQLWLDWLYHV WHDFKLQJ FKLOGUHQ WKH JRVSHO DQG ELEOH VWRULHV, DQG SUD\ WKDW WKH\ DUH LQVSLUHG E\ ELEOLFDO KHURHV DQG PHHW JHVXV
SHUVRQDOO\ HDUO\. PUD\ WKDW WKH\ JURZ VWURQJ LQ WKHLU IDLWK LQ HDUO\ \HDUV DQG VWD\ IDLWKIXO LQ DGROHVFHQFH. PUD\ IRU YLOODJH VFKRROV, WKDW WKH\
ZLOO KROG WR ELEOLFDO WUXWKV LQ WKHLU WHDFKLQJ DQG FXOWXUH, DQG IRU SURWHFWLRQ IRU DOO FKLOGUHQ DQG \RXQJ SHRSOH LQ RXU UXUDO SODFHV DQG
LQQRYDWLRQV WR UHDFK, FRQQHFW DQG GLVFLSOH WHHQDJHUV DV WKH\ HQWHU VHFRQGDU\ VFKRRO.

'The ØeldV aUe ZhiWe'
Farming ChrisWian Link (FCL) (biW.l\/fcl[) "seeks Wo bring a ChrisWian ZiWness and help Wo Whose in farming and rXral areas". EYer\
sXmmer, FCL Weams aWWend man\ agricXlWXral and coXnW\ shoZs and haYe hXndreds of Gospel conYersaWions and giYe oXW

ChrisWian liWeraWXre (27,000 leaÙeWs and 17,000 NeZ TesWamenWs aW 46 shoZs in 2023).b This \ear, FCL hopes Wo be aW 56 shoZs

(see lisW -b biW.l\/fclshoZs). GLYH WKDQNV IRU WKHVH ZRQGHUIXO RSSRUWXQLWLHV WR VKDUH WKH GRVSHO. PUD\ WKDW VHHGV VRZQ ZLOO EHDU IUXLW, IRU
VRXOV WR EH VDYHG, GRG JORULØHG, DQG IRU PRUH ZRUNHUV (SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ WKH SRXWK :HVW).
RXral Missions (RM) (biW.l\/rXmiss) sXpporWs rXral chXrches in Wheir oXWreach Wo Wheir local commXniWies, WhroXgh Wailor-made

consXlWaWion da\s or Zeekends, online mission forXms, and resoXrces. RM's 'dream' is of Yisible, YibranW, credible and caring
ChrisWian commXniWies in eYer\ Yillage.b PUD\ IRU WKHLU VWDII DQG WUXVWHHV DV WKH\ HQJDJH ZLWK FKXUFKHV, IRU PRUH FKXUFKHV WR WDNH XS
WKH RIIHU RI FRQVXOWDWLRQV DQG RWKHU VXSSRUW, IRU PRUH ZRUNHUV (MDWWKHZ 9:38), DQG WKDW RM'V ZRUN ZLOO HQDEOH PDQ\ HIIHFWLYHO\ WR
"WHVWLI\ WR WKH JRRG QHZV RI GRG'V JUDFH" (AFWV 20:24).
ArWhXr Rank CenWre (ARC) (biW.l\/arcnoZ) "resoXrces, Wrains, and adYocaWes for rXral ChrisWians, rXral chXrches and Whe

commXniWies Whe\ serYe", WhroXgh online resoXrces, neZsleWWers, parWnerships and Wraining, WhroXgh Whe 2-da\ 'RXral Mission

and MinisWr\ CoXrse' and Whe 15-monWh 'GerminaWe Leadership programme. PUD\ IRU XSWDNH RI, DQG IUXLW IURP, WKH ODWWHU DV LW
UHODXQFKHV WKLV DXWXPQ, IRU CEO DQG WUXVWHHV DV WKH\ JXLGH ARC LQWR D QHZ SKDVH DIWHU VRPH WXUEXOHQW WLPHV, DQG IRU DOO UXUDO FKXUFK
OHDGHUV, ZKR DUH RIWHQ XQGHU JUHDW SUHVVXUH.

'Reaping Whe ZhiUlZind'
Those Zho Zork on Whe land Zill haYe noWiced mXch 'disWXrbance' Whis \ear. The WXrbXlenW ZeaWher and e[cepWionall\ ZeW ZinWer

haYe led noW onl\ Wo failed food crops (biW.l\/fWZea; biW.l\/fZZea), bXW also Wo an imbalance in Zildlife. Some species haYe
declined; popXlaWions of oWhers, some considered Wo be pesWs, haYe e[ploded, eg raWs (biW.l\/msraWs) and Wicks (biW.l\/cbbWik).b

There is mXch disWXrbance and WroXble in Whe naWion Woo, in Whe econom\, poliWics, commXniWies and eYen Whe chXrches, and in
Whe moral sWaWe of socieW\ and cXlWXre. IW seems Ze haYe 'soZn Whe Zind and are reaping Whe ZhirlZind' (Hosea 8:7).

There is sXrel\ a deeper issXe Whan ZeaWher here. The Bible makes a clear connecWion beWZeen Whe sWaWe of land, socieW\ and

naWion, and Whe aWWiWXde and condXcW of Whe people. Hosea (4:1-3) links Whe langXishing of birds, beasWs and Øsh Wo Whe lack of
faiWhfXlness and Whe knoZledge of God. If Whese disWXrbances are Zarnings from Whe Lord Wo reWXrn Wo Him, When Ze as His

people mXsW "consider oXr Za\s" (Haggai 1:5-6), and hXmble oXrselYes, seek Him and WXrn from Zickedness, WhaW Ze mighW be

forgiYen and Whe land be healed (2 Chronicles 7:14).b
PUD\ IRU DQ DOHUWQHVV WR, DQG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI, WKH WLPHV DPRQJ GRG'V SHRSOH, D JUHDWHU ZLOOLQJQHVV WR FRQVLGHU RXU RZQ ZD\V, DQG WKH
JUDFH WR EH DEOH WR WDNH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ DQG UHVSRQG LQ UHSHQWDQFH DQG VXSSOLFDWLRQ.b


