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SeedV Rf SUa\eU is a resource for pra\er for
individuals, groups, church services and
other meetings. If \ou would like to feed
back \our own insights and pra\ers then
we would be ver\ happ\ to hear from \ou.

A new season
Welcome Wo SeedV of PUa\eU foU SpUing 2024. SeedV Zill noZ be iVVXed VeaVonall\
(ie foXU WimeV peU \eaU) in WhiV neZ, longeU foUmaW. We Vhall alVo poVW moUe

backgUoXnd conWenW on Whe Hope CoXnWU\Vide ZebViWe (biW.l\/hfWc). ThiV iVVXe alVo

inclXdeV a bUief UepoUW (laVW iWem) on oXU UecenW in-peUVon gaWheUing in N YoUkVhiUe.b

A festive season
SpUing iV a Wime of feVWiYalV: Hol\ Week and EaVWeU (24-31 MaUch), PaVVoYeU (22-30
ApUil), AVcenVion (9 ApUil), PenWecoVW (19 ApUil). TheVe feaVWV Uemind XV of JeVXV'

ØUVW coming, of HiV paVVion and UeVXUUecWion and Whe Vending of Whe Hol\ SpiUiW on

HiV people. BXW VpUing, ZiWh iWV jo\fXl neZ life bXUVWing oXW all aUoXnd, iV alVo a
foUeWaVWe of Whe fXWXUe MeVVianic kingdom. SpUing ÙoZeUV and VpUing UainV appeaU

VeYeUal WimeV in OT pUophec\ aV imageV of Whe 'UeVWoUaWion', of Whe age Wo come (Vee
biW.l\/mZVYh). GLYe WKaQNV fRU WKeVe UePLQdeUV Rf WKe LRUd'V \eaUO\ SURYLVLRQ fRU RXU
QeedV, Rf HLV deaWK aQd UeVXUUecWLRQ WKaW VaYeV XV fURP VLQ aQd deaWK, aQd Rf WKe 'bOeVVed
KRSe' Rf RXU RZQ UeVXUUecWLRQ aQd WKe aJe WR cRPe.b
----
TKe fUXLWfXO ØeOd
LaXJKV ZLWK abXQdaQce, aQd WKe OaQd RQce OeaQ,
OU feUWLOe RQO\ LQ LWV RZQ dLVJUace,
E[XOWV WR Vee LWV WKLVWO\ cXUVe UeSeaOed.
TKe YaULRXV VeaVRQV ZRYeQ LQWR RQe,
AQd WKaW RQe VeaVRQ aQ eWeUQaO VSULQJ.
(FURP: WLOOLaP CRZSeU, TKe TaVN, BRRN 6)

The land mourns. Farmers are disma\ed.
ThiV \eaU WheUe haV been an XnfoUWXnaWe coincidence of ZeaWheU and poliWicV

affecWing faUming. The ZeWWeVW ZinWeU in 130 \eaUV haV pUeYenWed mXch aXWXmn
VoZing and man\ cUopV alUead\ VoZn haYe been decimaWed b\ ZaWeUlogging and

Ùooding. AW Whe Vame Wime, Whe Ønancial VXppoUW WhaW came WhUoXgh Whe BaVic

Pa\menW S\VWem iV being phaVed oXW. FaUmeUV (in England) aUe being offeUed Whe
neZ SXVWainable FaUming IncenWiYe (SFI), Zhich gUanW-aidV conVeUYaWion pUojecWV

and naWXUe-fUiendl\ faUming, bXW doeV noWhing foU food pUodXcWion. So faU Whe Wake-

Xp of SFI haV been VloZ, pUobabl\ dXe Wo Whe comple[iW\ of Whe Vcheme and Whe
concomiWanW change of mindVeW. So Whe pUeVVXUe iV on, and Whe XnUeVW and pUoWeVWV

b\ faUmeUV acUoVV EXUope aUe alUead\ Ueaching oXU oZn naWionV. PUa\ fRU a WXUQLQJ WR
WKe LRUd LQ RXU WLPe Rf Qeed, aQd WKaW WKRVe LQYROYed LQ aJULcXOWXUe ZRXOd acNQRZOedJe
RXU CUeaWRU, OeaQLQJ RQ HLP PRUe WKaQ RQ RXU RZQ XQdeUVWaQdLQJ.
----

The WenanWed faUming VecWoU haV VXffeUed gUoZing pUeVVXUe. TheUe aUe caVeV of
aYaUice and oppUeVVion b\ agenWV and landloUdV. DepUeVVion, accidenWV and VXicideV

Uemain common. BXW WheUe iV Vome good neZV aUiVing fUom Whe 'Rock ReYieZ'

(biW.l\/UcUY). Man\ of iWV UecommendaWionV haYe been Waken Xp b\ goYeUnmenW,
inclXding Whe UighW of a WenanW Wo pXUVXe non-peUmanenW changeV Wo land XVe (eg aV

offeUed b\ Whe SFI) ZiWhoXW Whe landloUd'V peUmiVVion. PUa\ fRU WKRVe LQYROYed,
SaUWLcXOaUO\ GeRUJe DXQQ aQd WeaP aW WKe TeQaQW FaUPeUV AVVRcLaWLRQ. AV Ze pUa\, leW

XV acknoZledge WhaW, 'oXU help iV in Whe name of Whe LoUd, Zho made heaYen and

eaUWh.' (PValm 24:8), and Uejoice in Whe pUiYilege of being cXVWodianV of HiV cUeaWion.

Forthcoming events
SatXrda\ 13 April
9.00 - 10.30 PMb

SigQV Rf Whe WiPeV, VigQV Rf hRSe
FXUWheU e[ploUaWion of Whe WhemeVb
heUe, WhUoXgh pUeVenWaWionV and pUa\eU.

hWWpV://Zeb.]oom.XV/join

Zoom meeWing ID: 821 1671 9194
PaVVcode: 905289

Monda\ 22 April
1.00 - 2.30 PM

WRUOd PUa\eU CeQWUe, PUa\eU WaWch
Special focXV on UXUal BUiWain.

Zoom meeWing ID: 819 5187 5317b

PaVVcode: jeVXVliYeVb

Wednesda\ 29 Ma\

7.30 - 9.00 PM
A PRYePeQW Rf hRSe iQ UXUaO BUiWaiQ
ShaUing VWoUieV of miVVion;b encoXUaging

and pUa\ing foU one anoWheU.
hWWpV://Zeb.]oom.XV/join

Zoom meeWing ID: 821 1671 9194

PaVVcode: 905289

SatXrda\ 29 JXne

A da\ RQ Whe faUP
YoX aUe inYiWed Wo gaWheU once again in

peUVon aW SoXWhØeld FaUm, ColeVhill,

WaUZickVhiUe foU anoWheU da\ of pUa\eU
and ZoUVhip, bible UeÙecWion and

diVcXVVion, coXUWeV\ of hoVWV John and

BeWW\ PlXmb.b MoUe deWailV Wo folloZ.
-----

FoU infoUmaWion aboXW all WheVe eYenWV:b

hWWpV://hopefoUWhecoXnWU\Vide.Xk/eYen
WV

Hope CoXntr\side iV a paUWneUVhip
inclXding Village Hope, AgUicXlWXUal
ChUiVWian FelloZVhip, Whe WoUld PUa\eU
CenWUe and oWheUV. 'Hope CoXnWU\Vide'
e[pUeVVeV oXU gUoZing YiVion of beaconV
of pUa\eU lighWing Xp acUoVV UXUal BUiWain,
bUinging hope boWh WR Whe coXnWU\Vide
and fURP Whe coXnWU\Vide Wo Whe Zhole
of Whe naWion. OXU aim iV Wo pUomoWe
XndeUVWanding of, and pUa\eU foU, UXUal
life and commXniWieV, chXUch and
miVVion, and faUming and Whebland.

Seeds of Pra\er



The land mourns. The beasts of the Øeld are taken awa\.
Man\ WimeV Whe LoUd ZaUned HiV people WhaW if Whe\ fell oXW of UelaWionVhip ZiWh Him, Whe land in Zhich Whe\ dZelW ZoXld

become d\VfXncWional, aV a pUoYocaWion foU Whem Wo WXUn Wo Him again in UepenWance and hope (eg DeXWeUonom\ 28:15-45; 2
ChUonicleV 7:13-14; HoVea 4:1-3; Haggai 1:3-11). OYeU Whe laVW decadeV, WheUe haYe been man\ animal and planW diVeaVeV

impacWing oXU land and liYeVWock, eg FooW and MoXWh DiVeaVe, BiUd 'FlX, DXWch Elm DiVeaVe, AVh Dieback and BoYine TB.b On Whe

hXman fUonW, CoYid 19 ZaV an eYen biggeU Zake-Xp call.b b
The land moXUnV! WiWh a maWeUialiVWic ZoUldYieZ, Ze ma\ fail Wo Wake Whe VpiUiWXal dimenVion of cUeaWion inWo accoXnW in

inYeVWigaWing diVeaVeV. AliVWaiU PeWUie of PaUWneUVhip MiniVWUieV (biW.l\/pmhl) adYiVeV XV Wo delYe deepeU. WhaW iV Ueall\ going on?

HaV Whe land been deØled in Vome Za\ WhaW caXVeV a lingeUing fooWhold foU eYil and laVWing jXdgemenW fUom God? WhaW VhoXld
Ze do? AdYice like WhiV pUoYokeV XV Wo pUa\ and aVk big TXeVWionV aboXW BUiWiVh agUicXlWXUe (and oXU WoZnV and commXniWieV).b

HoZeYeU, be\ond Whe call Wo pUa\ foU UepenWance and healing, mighW WheVe 'peVWilenceV' alVo be paUW of Whe Vhaking ZiWh Zhich

God pUomiVeV Wo YiViW Whe eaUWh and Zake people Xp foU Whe UeWXUn of JeVXV in jXdgemenW and YiVible kingVhip (IVaiah 13:13; Joel
3:16; Haggai 2:6-7; MaWWheZ 24:5-7; MaUk 13:25). AUe Whe\ inWended Wo pUoYoke XV Wo pUepaUe foU WhaW eYenW, aV Zell aV Wo pUa\

foU Whe healing of oXU land in Whe heUe and noZ? PUa\ fRU LQcUeaVed aZaUeQeVV aQd JUeaWeU XQdeUVWaQdLQJ Rf KRZ WKe LRUd Pa\ be
JeWWLQJ RXU aWWeQWLRQ aV cKXUcK aQd QaWLRQ WKURXJK WKeVe WKLQJV, aQd fRU ZLVdRP fRU a ULJKWeRXVb UeVSRQVe.b

The land mourns. Signs in the heavens and distress on the earth.
WeaWheU e[WUemeV haYe become Whe 'neZ noUm', Zhile ÊclimaWe changeË and ÊNeW ZeUoË haYe become a 'neZ eWhic', Vhaping boWh

pXblic polic\ and cXlWXUal YalXeV. BoWh aUe haYing a pUofoXnd impacW on faUming and Whe land. AgUicXlWXUe iV belieYed Wo accoXnW

foU 11% of UK GHG emiVVionV (and 22% globall\); UedXcing emiVVionV iV one of Whe WhUee main objecWiYeV of Whe SFI (aboYe).
Beef and lamb pUodXcWion aUe being blamed foU aboXW 7.5% of global gUeenhoXVe gaV emiVVionV, UeVXlWing in pUopoValV Wo phaVe

caWWle and Vheep oXW alWogeWheU (eg biW.l\/Xkfa]). BXW faUmland iV alVo an impoUWanW caUbon Vink. AV enYiUonmenWal acWiYiVWV UoVe

Xp in Êe[WincWion UebellionË, Vo man\ faUmeUV acUoVV Whe ZoUld, facing VhUinking maUginV, UedXcWion of VXppoUW, and e[panding
enYiUonmenW-dUiYen UegXlaWionV, aUe UiVing Xp in pUoWeVW, feaUing WheiU oZn e[WincWion.

The climaWe change naUUaWiYe iV comple[, and callV foU mXch ZiVdom and diVceUnmenW; WheUe aUe alWeUnaWiYeV Wo Whe mainVWUeam

ÊoUWhodo[\Ë (biW.l\/ccYhVp). God callV XV Wo Wake caUe of HiV eaUWh, and acknoZledge oXU failXUe Wo do Vo. BXW Ze aUe alVo called Wo
XndeUVWand Whe WimeV, Vee WhingV fUom HiV YieZpoinW (eg IVaiah 24:4-6, 26:9b; HoVea 4:1-3; Haggai 1:5-6) (biW.l\/gcndj), and,

XlWimaWel\, UecogniVe WhaW Whe fXWXUe of Whe eaUWh doeV noW depend on hXman effoUW,b bXW on God'V pUomiVed UedempWion and

UeneZal (RomanV 8:19-22; 2 PeWeU 3:13) (biW.l\/heVpc). IQ WKe face Rf cRPSOe[ aQd PXOWLSOe aJeQdaV, SUa\ fRU SURSKeWLc dLVceUQPeQW
Rf ÊGRdËV KLddeQ cRXQVeO beKLQd YLVLbOe VWaWeV Rf affaLUVË aQd cOeaU dLUecWLRQV fRU SUa\eU aQd acWLRQ LQ accRUdaQce ZLWK HLV ZLOO aQd HLV
KLQJdRP. PUa\ fRU faUPeUV aQd fRU aOO feaULQJ e[LVWeQWLaO cULVLV aV QeZ PeaVXUeV WR cRQWURO ePLVVLRQV NLcN LQ.bb

Reasons for hope
In Whe face of diVeaVe, ZeaWheU and Whe conWinXing VWUXggleV of Vo man\ acUoVV Whe naWion, iW ZoXld be eaV\ Wo be oYeUZhelmed

and deVpaiU. BXW Ze aUe noW Wo be feaUfXl,b bXW Wo be a people of hope in ZoUd and deed, Uead\ Wo giYe an anVZeU Wo all Zho aVk XV
Zh\ (1 PeWeU 3:14-16), and Wo be Zilling Wo poinW people Wo Whe UeaVon behind and Uemed\ foU WheVe eYenWV (eg Joel 2:14-17).

PUa\ WKaW aV SeRSOe face cRQWLQXLQJ adYeUVLW\ WKe\ ZLOO QRW deVSaLU, bXW UaWKeU WXUQ RU UeWXUQ WR WKe LRUd aQd WKaW Ze Pa\ faLWKfXOO\
ZLWQeVV, UeVSRQdLQJ WR SK\VLcaO QeedV, aQd aOVR SRLQWLQJ WR VaOYaWLRQ aQd eWeUQaO KRSe WKURXJK WKe cURVV Rf JeVXV.bb
JeVXV ZaV fXll\ aZaUe WhaW in folloZing him hiV diVcipleV "Zill haYe WUoXble" (John 16:33).b He ZaUned XV Wo beZaUe being Woo

popXlaU ZiWh Whe ZoUld (LXke 6:26). BXW He alVo pUomiVed He ZoXld be ZiWh XV "eYen Wo Whe end of Whe age" (MaWWheZ 28:20).

UndeU diVcoXUagemenW, peUVecXWion, and fUighWening and eYil WimeV, Whe eaUl\ belieYeUV ZeUe e[hoUWed Wo hold faVW Wo WheiU faiWh,
be ZiVe, and encoXUage one anoWheU, meeW WogeWheU and 'VpXU one anoWheU on WoZaUd loYe and good deedV' (EpheVianV 5:15-17;

HebUeZV 10:23-25). TKaQN GRd fRU WKe RSSRUWXQLWLeV Ze KaYe Kad WR VKaUe VWRULeV Rf PLVVLRQ aQd WKe cUeaWLYLW\ e[SUeVVed WKURXJK
WKeP. PUa\ WKaW Ze caQ cRQWLQXe WR eQcRXUaJe RQe aQRWKeU LQ VKaULQJ WKe ORYe Rf GRd aQd WKe JRVSeO Rf VaOYaWLRQ ZLWK WKRVe aURXQd XV.

A 'gathered storm' and 'Øelds white for the harvest'
OcWobeU'V SeedV ZaUned of a 'gaWheUing VWoUm', and oXU need Wo diVceUn and pUepaUe. MeeWing in SalWbXUn-b\-Whe-Sea Ze heaUd,b
'Whe VWoUm haV gaWheUed'. IW iV Xpon XV. 2024 iV a piYoWal \eaU. The coming 'WVXnami' can bUing good oU eYil, depending on hoZ Ze

UeVpond. IW Zill pUoYide oppoUWXniWieV Wo bUing hope, oU moUe daUkneVV if people peUViVW in pXUVXing Uebellion againVW God
making ZoUVe and ZoUVe choiceV (IVaiah 60:1-3).b

BXW Ze ZenW on Wo heaU mXch good neZV. SWoUieV of fUXiWfXl miVVion ZeUe VhaUed: Vome in YeU\ local conWe[WV, bXW acUoVV a Zide

Uange of gUoXpV and ageV; oWheUV fUom WhoVe Zho neWZoUked acUoVV a Zhole coXnW\ and be\ond.b MiniVWeUV, coming fUom WoZnV
and Vo neZ Wo UXUal aUeaV, VomeWimeV foXnd iW difØcXlW Wo Vee Whe LoUd aW ZoUk. BXW ZiWh fUeVh VpiUiWXal e\eV and changed heaUWV,

iW Voon became appaUenW WhaW WheUe ZeUe man\ VoXlV Uead\ Wo ÙoXUiVh ZiWh good caUe, encoXUagemenW and diVcipleVhip and WhaW

man\ VeedV had been VoZn, UeTXiUing nXUWXUing Uead\ foU haUYeVW (MaWWheZ 9:35-37).b PUaLVe WKe LRUd fRU aOO HLV JRRd ZRUNV. PUa\
fRU PRUe OabRXUeUV LQ WKe KaUYeVW ØeOdV ZKeUeYeU WKe\ aUe aQd fRU a JUeaWeU XUJeQc\, ZLVdRP aQd dLVceUQPeQW aPRQJ aOO HLV SeRSOe. PUa\
fRU WKe SURSKeWLc YRLce fURP WKe ØeOdV WR be KeaUd acURVV WKe QaWLRQ aQd LQ JRYeUQPeQW.


