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SeedV of pUa\eU is a resource for prayer for
individuals, groups, church services and
other meetings. If you would like to feed
back your own insights and prayers then
we would be very happy to hear from you.

Sustainable farming
The neZ Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI) (bit.l\/sØ23) has Ønall\ been launched.
The Rural Pa\ments Agenc\ (RPA) is noZ inviting 'e[pressions of interest' from

farmers, Zho Zill then be invited to appl\. Actions that Zill attract funding include:

improving soil health, hedgeroZ management, nutrient and pest management and
improving grassland. Apparentl\, this proposed Ønancial support is independent of

an\ other environmental scheme that ma\ be running; this is good neZs for those

farmers Zho have alread\ been Zorking to protect nature. A concern is that an
over-emphasis on the environment could prejudice our home-produced, health\

food industr\. GLYH WKDQNV WR WKH LRUG IRU WKLV SRWHQWLDO LQFRPH VWUHDP IRU IDUPHUV LQ D
WLPH RI KXJH ØQDQFLDO SUHVVXUH RQ DJULFXOWXUDO EXVLQHVV. PUD\ IRU ZLVGRP IRU WKRVH
LPSOHPHQWLQJ WKH SFI. AERYH DOO, OHW XV DOO 'UHWXUQ WR WKH LRUG' (APRV 4:6-11).

A gathering storm?
We seem to be in a season of acute contrasts. Continuing da\s of sunshine and mild

Zeather have seen blackberr\ and raspberr\ plants still bearing fruit, Zith bees and
butterÙies feeding and Ù\ing around the bushes, making the garden feel like a place

of peace and sanctuar\. But this has been interspersed Zith times of dark

foreboding clouds gathering and periods of heav\ rain, and moments of great
stillness Zith the scent of change in the air. A calm before the storm? Nationall\ and

internationall\, all things continue to be shaken, Zith great changes in politics and

the econom\ and in values and moralit\, and man\ familiar institutions foundering
(Haggai 2:7-8,21È23). PUD\ WKDW ZH ZLOO EH DOHUW WR D QHZ HUD DQG VHQVLWLYH WR WKH KDQG
RI GRG PRYLQJ LQ XV DQG LQ RXU WLPH. PUD\ ZH ZLOO EH GHHSO\ URRWHG LQ RXU IDLWK, DQFKRUHG
LQ RXU KRSH ZKLFK LV LQ CKULVW JHVXV DORQH (HHEUHZV 6:17-20), DQG ZLOOLQJ WR OHW JR RI DOO
WKDW LV H[WUDQHRXV WR WKH FDOO RI JHVXV RQ RXU OLYHV LQ WKHVH GD\V. MD\ ZH FU\ ZLWK WKH HDUO\
EHOLHYHUV, ÍMDUDQDWKD, CRPH LRUG JHVXVÎ (1 CRULQWKLDQV 16:22; RHYHODWLRQ 22:20).

Weathering the storm
If, as above, a storm is gathering, then Ze need to be prepared for it. If the

Êfoundations [of societ\ and culture] are being destro\edË, then the righteous
remnant needs to Êreturn to the strongholdË of trust in GodËs total sovereignt\ over

human affairs (Psalm 11), live as radical disciples Zith close attentiveness to His

Zord, and create shelters Zhere others can Zeather the storm (bit.l\/e[ilehope). If
it is the Êeleventh hourË, then JesusË disciples need to return to the Scriptures Zith

neZ fervour, and culivate deeper felloZship Zith Jesus and Zith one another (Luke

24:13-35) (bit.l\/11hour). Rural Christians ma\ have a special role and calling here,
b\ creating Êsanctuaries in the ZildernessË (Psalm 55:6-7; Jeremiah 9:2; E]ekiel

11:16) and providing conte[ts for stud\, learning, pra\er, felloZship and equipping,

close to GodËs creation. PUD\ WKDW WKH LRUG ZLOO RSHQ WKH H\HV RI PDQ\ UXUDO EHOLHYHUV WR
WKH UHVRXUFHV DQG RSSRUWXQLWLHV HH KDV EOHVVHG WKHP ZLWK, DQG KRZ WR XVH WKHP LQ HLV
VHUYLFH. PUD\ WKDW WKH LRUG ZLOO FUHDWH LQ HLV SHRSOH D GHHSHU ORYH IRU HLV ZRUG, IRU RQH
DQRWKHU, DQG IRU WKRVH ZKR GR QRW \HW NQRZ HLP. PUD\ IRU D UHQHZHG DSSUHKHQVLRQ DPRQJ
EHOLHYHUV RI ZKDW LV PHDQV WR EH GLVFLSOHV RI JHVXV DQG WR EH HLV CKXUFK LQ RXU FXUUHQW
WLPHV.

Tabernacles
This \ear the Feast of Tabernacles or
Booths (Succoth) (Leviticus 23:33-44;

Numbers 29:12-34; Deuteronom\

16:13-15) started on 30 September
and Ønished on 6 October. Tabernacles

commemorates the time Zhen the Lord

brought Israel out of slaver\ in Eg\pt
and the people dZelt in booths

(Leviticus 23:42-43). It reminds us of

the Word Zho Íbecame Ùesh and
tabernacled among usÎ (John 1:14) so

that Ze could be freed from the slaver\
of sin. And it looks forZard to the time

Zhen the Lord God Zill make his

Ítabernacle Zith menÎ (Revelation
21:3).b  Also knoZn as the Feast of

Ingathering (E[odus 23:16),

Tabernacles marks the end of the
harvest season, Zhen the Lord ÍcroZns

the \ear Zith His goodness,Î and looks

forZard to the age to come, Zhen the
Ípastures of Zilderness overÙoZ and

the hills gird themselves Zith jo\Î

(Psalm 65:11-13). GLYH WKDQNV IRU WKLV
\HDUËV KDUYHVW DQG IRU WKH LRUGËV SURYLVLRQ
RI RXU PDWHULDO DQG VSLULWXDO QHHGV, DQG
SUD\ WKDW HH ZLOO EOHVV WKLV FRPLQJ \HDUËV
KDUYHVW. GLYH WKDQNV WKDW HH LV VWLOO
ZRUNLQJ HLV SXUSRVH RXW DQG WKH WLPH
GUDZV HYHU QHDUHU ZKHQ HH ZLOO ÊJDWKHU HLV
SHRSOH DQG EULQJ HLV ØQDO KDUYHVW KRPHË.

YRX FURZQ WKH \HDU ZLWK YRXU JRRGQHVV,

AQG YRXU SDWKV GULSbZLWKbDEXQGDQFH.
TKH\ GURSbRQbWKH SDVWXUHV RI WKH ZLOGHUQHVV,

AQG WKH OLWWOH KLOOV UHMRLFH RQ HYHU\ VLGH.

TKH SDVWXUHV DUH FORWKHG ZLWK ÙRFNV;
TKH YDOOH\V DOVR DUH FRYHUHG ZLWK JUDLQ;

TKH\ VKRXW IRU MR\, WKH\ DOVR VLQJ.

(PVDOP 65:11-13)
AQG I KHDUG D ORXG YRLFH IURP KHDYHQ VD\LQJ,
ÍBHKROG, WKH WDEHUQDFOH RI GRG LV ZLWK PHQ,

DQG HH ZLOO GZHOO ZLWK WKHP, DQG WKH\ VKDOO EH
HLV SHRSOH. GRG HLPVHOI ZLOO EH ZLWK WKHP DQG

EH WKHLU GRG. (RHYHODWLRQ 21:3)

HRSe CRXQWU\Vide (originall\ Hope for the Countr\side) is a partnership including Agricultural Christian FelloZship, Village
Hope, the World Pra\er Centre, Top Barn Trust and others. 'Hope Countr\side' e[presses our groZing vision of beacons of pra\er
lighting up across rural Britain, bringing hope both WR the countr\side and IURP the countr\side to the Zhole of the nation. Our
aim is to promote understanding of, and pra\er for, rural life and communities, church and mission, and farming and the land.
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