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SeedV of pUa\eU is a resoXrce for pra\er for
indiYidXals, groXps, chXrch serYices and
oWher meeWings. If \oX ZoXld like Wo feed
back \oXr oZn insighWs and pra\ers When
Ze ZoXld be Yer\ happ\ Wo hear from \oX.

'A moYemenW of hope'
This month's Seeds reÙect the themes e[plored at our 'da\ on the farm' on 1 Jul\.

'The eleYenWh hoXr'
It is the Êeleventh hourË! The order of things as we have known them in world, nation
and church continues to break up. There is a sense of an ending of ÊcivilisationË and a

seeming intensiØcation of man\ signs of the Êend timesË. Yet, the eleventh hour,

when the Êda\ is far spentË, is also a time of mission and harvest (Matthew 20:1-16;
24:14), a time to stud\ the Scriptures with new fervour, and a time for renewed

intimac\ and fellowship with Jesus and with one another (Luke 24:13-35)
(bit.l\/11hour). PUa\ WKaW ZH ZLOO XQdHUVWaQd WKH WLPHV aQd ULVH WR LWV cKaOOHQJHV, aQd
dLVcHUQ GRdËV SaUWLcXOaU SXUSRVHV IRU HLV SHRSOH LQ UXUaO SOacHV.b

'The cr\ of creaWion'
At our Hope Countr\side 'da\ on the farm' on 1 Jul\, we shared stories of hope and

the challenges faced in rural Britain toda\. There was a profound sense of
identiØcation with the writer to the Romans of the whole of creation groaning

(Romans 8.24). PUa\ WKaW ZH ZLOO aOORZ WKH SSLULW WR LQWHUcHdH WKURXJK XV WR VHH WKH
SXUSRVHV RI GRd UHYHaOHd (RRPaQV 8:26b).

Beacons of pra\er and Zorship in Whe coXnWr\side
Gatherings or e[pressions of pra\er and worship occur dail\ throughout rural
Briatin, often focused on local ministr\ and needs. Quiet spaces, indoors and out,

are offered for those seeking a place to be still in the presence of the Lord. Man\

are Christ-centred, but some mi[ or confuse beliefs and practices from other faiths,
spirits and old pagan wa\s. We thank God for e[isting faithful pra\er. PUa\ IRU
JUHaWHU cRQQHcWHdQHVV aPRQJVW WKRVH SUa\LQJ aQd ZRUVKLSSLQJ LQ RXU cRXQWLHV, aQd IRU
UHJLRQaO RU ORcaO cOXVWHUV RI bHOLHYHUV WR MRLQ WRJHWKHU aQd VXSSRUW RQH aQRWKHU
WUaQVcHQdLQJ WUadLWLRQaO bRXQdaULHV. PUa\ IRU a IXOOHU, dHHSHU UHYHOaWLRQ RI WKH ORYH RI GRd
aQd WKH UHaOLW\ RI WKH LRUd JHVXV CKULVW aV SHRSOH SUa\. PUa\ IRU LQWHQWLRQaO SUa\HU aQd
ZRUVKLS WR OLIW HLV QaPH KLJK aQd WR VHH WKH VSLULWXaO cOLPaWH cKaQJH acURVV RXU
cRXQW\VLdH, aQd IRU bHacRQV RI OLJKW aQd WUXWK WR bH HVWabOLVKHd LQ KRPHV, KaPOHWV aQd
YLOOaJHV, WKH YaOOH\V aQd WKH KLOOWRSV, VKLQLQJ HYHU PRUH bULJKWO\. Ma\ WKH\ ØOO UXUaO BULWaLQ
ZLWK WKH SUHVHQcH aQd NQRZOHdJH RI WKH JORU\ RI GRd (HabaNNXN 2:14).

'Nearl\ 30 \ears of 'Zalking ZiWh'
A few weeks ago, Christopher Jones, former Agricultural Christian Fellowship
(ACF) coordinator and founder of the Farming Communit\ Network (FCN)

(fcn.org.uk), died at the age of 82. Christopher was both a pastor and prophet, who

helped deØne what it means to be a Christian in agriculture.b Since 1995, FCN, with
its distinctive Êwalking withË approach (Luke 24:13-27), has e[tended pastoral and

practical care, in the name of Christ, to thousands in the farming communit\

(bit.l\/ww30\rs). Give thanks for ChristopherËs life and work. PUa\ IRU FCN. PUa\ WKaW
WKRVH ZKRP FCN ÊcRPHV aORQJVLdHË ZLOO cRPH WR NQRZ WKH RLVHQ LRUd aV WKH OQH ZKR
JLYHV WKHP VWUHQJWK WR IacH WKH dLIØcXOWLHV RI WKLV OLIH aQd HWHUQaO OLIH LQ WKH aJH WR cRPH.b

When Whe Zind bloZs
Observing the weather recentl\, the
impact of the wind has been ver\

evident. At times, ver\ cold air has

made temperatures unseasonabl\ cold.
The wind has gathered or dispersed

clouds bringing or withholding rain

from us. Sometimes the impact is small,
hardl\ noticeable. A leaf falls from a

tree orb  seeds scatter to take root in

new soil. At others stronger winds
bring more radical change; branches or

whole trees are brought down, or roofs
ripped from man-made structures.

Birds use winds to rise higher into the

sk\ to surve\ the landscape below,
whilst others travel from far distances

to return, nest and raise their \oung.

Celtic saints reportedl\ entrusted their
lives and missions to the direction of

the Spirit allowing, under the hand of

God, their coracles to be blown where
the wind willed. It was an adventorous

and faith-Ølled wa\ to let the Lord

direct their travels and encounters.
Creation is ver\ sensitive to the wind.

When the wind blows something

changes.b PUa\ IRU WKH IaLWK, IUHHdRP aQd
VHQVLWLYLW\ WR \LHOd aQd adaSW WR WKH
bORZLQJ RI WKH HRO\ SSLULW, aQd RSHQQHVV
aQd dLVcHUQPHQW WR UHcRJQLVH WKH SHRSOH,
cRQYHUVaWLRQV aQd SUa\HUV WR ZKLcK ZH aUH
bHLQJ dLUHcWHd PRPHQW b\ PRPHQW.

"TKH ZLQd bORZV ZKHUH LW SOHaVHV. YRX KHaU LWV
VRXQd, bXW \RX caQQRW WHOO ZKHUH LW cRPHV IURP

RU ZKHUH LW LV JRLQJ. SR LW LV ZLWK HYHU\RQH bRUQ
RI WKH SSLULW" (JRKQ 3:8).

'A moYemenW of hopeb  -
conWinXed'
OQOLQe SUa\eU aQd VKaULQgb
7.30-9.00 PM, 20 September 2023b

Link:bhttps://web.]oom.us/join

Meeting ID: 875 5492 4270
Passcode: 308704b

HRSe CRXQWU\VLde (originall\ Hope for the Countr\side) is a partnership including Agricultural Christian Fellowship, Village
Hope, the World Pra\er Centre, Top Barn Trust and others. 'Hope Countr\side' e[presses our growing vision of beacons of pra\er
lighting up across rural Britain, bringing hope both WR the countr\side and IURP the countr\side to the whole of the nation. Our
aim is to promote understanding of, and pra\er for, rural life and communities, church and mission, and farming and the land.
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