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SeedV of pUa\eU is a resource for pra\er for
individuals, groups, church services and
other meetings. If \ou would like to feed
back \our own insights and pra\ers then
we would be ver\ happ\ to hear from \ou.

Scattering good seed
Several of Jesus' parables liken the preaching of the Gospel to the scattering of
seeds, which sprout and bear fruit in due time. Our Ma\ online gatherings showed

how the word of God has been scattered throughout our countr\side and that

shoots are sprouting up in all sorts of places. Believers are building relationships
and communit\ centred around the good news of Jesus Christ. People of all ages

are asking questions, seeking a deeper and truer meaning to life. Christians have

been prepared over time, often unbeknown to them, for the people and places to
which the Lord has sent them. These ma\ be a pub, a lunch for older residents, an

after-school club, a quiet garden, a bible reading group or a new church thriving in a

barn through the hospitalit\ of a farmer. 3UD\ IRU WKH VHHGV VRZQ, DQG IRU H\HV WR VHH
ZKDW WKH LRUG KDV EHHQ GRLQJ, ZKHUH WKH VHHG LV VSURXWLQJ DQG ZKHUH WKH IUXLW RI WKH
JRVSHO LV ULSHQLQJ WR KDUYHVW. 3UD\ IRU 'IUXLW SLFNHUV', VDIH DQG VWURQJ QXUWXULQJ GLVFLSOHVKLS
IRU QHZ EHOLHYHUV, DQG D JURZLQJ FRQQHFWLRQ DFURVV WKRVH PLQLVWHULQJ CKULVW LQ ZKDWHYHU
ZD\ WKURXJKRXW UXUDO BULWDLQ.b

A summer of opportunit\
Throughout the summer, across the nation, thousands of people will attend countr\

fairs and agricultural shows (bit.l\/cagshows; bit.l\/lbbshows). These provide great
opportunities to celebrate farming, food and the land and 'BritainËs rural cultureË,

displa\ skill, craftsmanship and artistr\, and bring town and countr\ and \oung and

old together. The\ are also opportunities to give thanks and enjo\ the divers
bounties the Lord has blessed us with in this land. At man\, there will be a strong

Christian presence, including through services, church hospitalit\ tents,

chaplaincies and outreach ministries, and opportunities to offer pra\er. Give thanks
for these occasions. 3UD\ IRU WKH ZLWQHVV RI ORFDO FKXUFKHV, UXUDO FKDSODLQFLHV DQG
RUJDQLVDWLRQV VXFK DV FDUPLQJ CKULVWLDQ LLQN (KWWSV://ELW.O\/IFOVKRZV). 3UD\ WKDW, DV SHRSOH
HQMR\ WKH JLIWV RI CUHDWLRQ WKH\ ZLOO WXUQ WKHLU KHDUWV WR CUHDWRU HLPVHOI.b

From farm to fork
Food prices in the UK (and across the world) are rocketing. At the same time,
farmers face rising operating costs and diminishing returns, with some products

(like eggs) being sold at a loss. In response, on 16 Ma\, the Prime Minister met

delegates from the whole UK food suppl\ chain for a ËFarm to Fork SummitË
(bit.l\/vloftf).bAhead of the Summit, government ÍconØrmed a range of measures to

help strengthen the long-term resilience and sustainabilit\ of the sector and

provide greater stabilit\ for farmers following a difØcult period caused b\ global
challengesÎ (bit.l\/defraftf). After the event, DEFRA announced further measures to

strengthen innovation, mobilise labour, boost exports, increase energ\ and water

securit\ and cut red tape (bit.l\/defraftfmore). 3UD\ IRU SURGXFHUV, FRQVXPHUV DQG
SROLF\ PDNHUV, DV WKH\ DUH ERWK DIIHFWHG E\, \HW DOVR LQÙXHQFH, WKH IRRG-VXSSO\ VLWXDWLRQ.
3UD\ IRU WKRVH LQ DXWKRULW\ WR ÊGR MXVWLFHË, HVSHFLDOO\ IRU WKH ÊSRRU DQG QHHG\Ë (3VDOP 72;
MLFDK 6:8). 3UD\ WKDW, LQ VWUDLWHQHG WLPHV, SHRSOH ZLOO VHHN GRG DQG ØQG HLP (AFWV 17:27).
3UD\ IRU GRGËV SHRSOH WR XQGHUVWDQG WKHVH PDWWHUV LQ WKH OLJKW RI GRGËV ZRUG (HJ HRVHDb
4:1-11; HDJJDL 1:1-11; 5HYHODWLRQ 6:5-6) DQG NQRZ KRZ WR SUD\ DQG DFW.

"I am the resurrection"b
The message proclaimed b\ Peter and
the other disciples onb  the Da\ of

Pentecost uncompromisingl\ focuses

on the unstoppable resurrection of
Jesus, an event unique to the Christian

faith. Pagans and others have stories of

rebirth, but onl\ for a while. We often
draw parallels between the new life we

see springing up in Øelds, forests and

hedgerows and Jesus' resurrection. But
this, whilst jo\ful, is onl\ temporar\,b

part of a c\cle of life, deca\, death and
rebirth. Not so the resurrection life of

Jesus, which sees no decrease or end.

The disciples insisted on this message,
pra\ing for boldness to continue

preaching in the face of opposition

(Acts 4:23-31). Through this preaching,
together with the qualit\ of life among

the believers, the Lord "added dail\ to

the numbers being saved" (Acts 2:32-
47). GLYH WKDQNV WKDW JHVXV URVH "QHYHU WR
GLH DJDLQ" (5RPDQV 6:9) DQG IRU WKH
DVVXUDQFH RI UHVXUUHFWLRQ IRU DOO ZKR
EHORQJ WR HLP' (1 CRULQWKLDQV 15:22-23)

"JHVXV RI ND]DUHWK, D PDQ DWWHVWHG WR \RX E\
GRG ZLWK GHHGV RI SRZHU, ZRQGHUV DQG VLJQV ...
\RX FUXFLØHG ... EXW GRG UDLVHG KLP XS, KDYLQJ

IUHHG KLP IURP GHDWK EHFDXVH LW ZDV LPSRVVLEOH
IRU KLP WR EH KHOG LQ LWV SRZHU" (AFWV 1:22-24).b

A 'movement of hope' in
rural Britain.
10 DP - 4 SP, 6DWXUGD\ 1 JXO\, 2023.
6RXWKØLHOGV FDUP, CROHVKLOO, B46 3EJ.
A 'da\ RQ WKe faUP' hosted b\ John &
Bett\ Plumb. Come and be inspired,

encourage others and share in

fellowship, pra\er, worship and
workshops as we look towards a

movement of gospel hope growing

across the countr\side.b Bring \our own
picnic. More details and booking at

bKcda\RQfaUP.eYeQWbULWe.cR.XN.

HRSe CRXQWU\VLde (originall\ Hope for the Countr\side) is a partnership including Agricultural Christian Fellowship, Village
Hope, the World Pra\er Centre, Top Barn Trust and others. 'Hope Countr\side' expresses our growing vision of beacons of pra\er
lighting up across rural Britain, bringing hope both WR the countr\side and IURP the countr\side to the whole of the nation. Our
aim is to promote understanding of, and pra\er for, rural life and communities, church and mission, and farming and the land.
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