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SeedV of pUa\eU is a resource for pra\er for
individuals, groups, church services and
other meetings. If \ou Zould like to feed
back \our oZn insights and pra\ers then
Ze Zould be ver\ happ\ to hear from \ou.

The land mourns, the cattle groan
The propheW Joel recordV hoZ Whe caWWle, Vheep and oWher animalV VXffer and moan
becaXVe of Whe condiWion of Whe naWion (Joel 1:10-12; 18-20) On 13 April, 18,000

dair\ coZV bXrned Wo deaWh in an horriØc barn Øre in Te[aV. OYer Whe laVW decade aW

leaVW 6.5 million farmed animalV in Whe USA alone haYe died b\ Øre, man\ liYing in
cramped mega-farmV. The\ paid Whe price for farmerV' proØWV and conVXmerV' loZ-

coVW food. The Lord madeb proYiVion for XV Wo eaW all kindV of food. BXW Ze are alVo Wo

Wake care of God'V creaWXreV (GeneViV 1:28) and Wo liYe kindl\ and genWl\ (GalaWianV
5:22-23). JeVXV Vaid, 'noW one VparroZ fallV Wo Whe groXnd ZiWhoXW Whe FaWher'

(MaWWheZ 10:29). So, ZhilVW giYing WhankV for Whe Lord'V proYiVion, Ze VhoXld VWill

grieYe and lamenW WhiV XnneceVVar\ VXffering and crXelW\ in Whe name of proØW and
conYenience (1 TimoWh\ 6:10). PUa\ IRU JUHaWHU aOHUWQHVV WR, aQG aZaUHQHVV RI, WKH
cRQGLWLRQV XQGHU ZKLcK OLYHVWRcN aUH NHSW aQG RXU IRRG LV SURGXcHG. PUa\ WKaW
JRYHUQPHQW, VXSSOLHUV aQG cRQVXPHUV ZLOO JLYH KLJK SULRULW\ WR aQLPaO ZHOIaUH LQ WUaGH
aJUHHPHQWV aQG IRRG SURGXcWLRQ SUacWLcHV aQG IRU XV WR XQGHUVWaQG bHWWHU RXU UROH aV
VWHZaUGV RI GRG'V cUHaWLRQ (biW.l\/YlhopeforearWh).

A better Za\
In recenW \earV Whe goYernmenW haV formXlaWed and implemenWed neZ policieV and
iniWiaWiYeV Wo change Whe Za\ farming iV condXcWed. Man\ focXV on helping and

encoXraging farmerV Wo reVWore oYer-Zorked land and improYe care of Whe

enYironmenW. 'CaWchmenW VenViWiYe farming' aimV Wo Zork ZiWh farmerV Wo prodXce
food in a Za\ WhaW proWecWV ZaWer, air and Voil, redXcing Ùood riVk on agricXlWXral

land.b MeanZhile, a NaWional FarmerV Union campaign, ZiWh Whe Vlogan, "oXr VhopV

VhoXld neYer be empW\ of an\ food WhaW can be prodXced b\ farmerV and groZerV in
BriWain", VeekV Wo promoWe BriWiVh food prodXcWion and VecXriW\. PUa\ IRU ZLVGRP,
HVSHcLaOO\ IRU CKULVWLaQV LQ aJULcXOWXUH aQG KRUWLcXOWXUH, WR VHHN WKH LRUG IRU GLUHcWLRQ aQG
LQVSLUaWLRQ aQG WR bH abOH WR ZLWQHVV WR HLV ZLVGRP, JUacH aQG KRSH WR WKRVH ZLWK ZKRP
WKH\ ZRUN. PUa\ IRU RSSRUWXQLWLHV WR VKaUH bRWK SK\VLcaO bUHaG, aQG WKH BUHaG RI HHaYHQ
ZLWK WKRVH aURXQG WKHP VR aOO WKH SHRSOH ZLOO SUaLVH HLP (PVaOP 67). bb

On his Za\ rejoicing
OYer Whe ØrVW Zeekend in Ma\, familieV and commXniWieV Zill come WogeWher Wo

celebraWe Whe CoronaWion of King CharleV III. AV eYer, food Zill be a ke\ feaWXre of
man\ of WheVe gaWheringV. There are man\ conWroYerVial WhingV aboXW WhiV eYenW and

Vome of Whe beliefV and pracWiceV being eVpoXVed and debaWed. YeW WheVe proYide an

opporWXniW\ Wo engage in conYerVaWion. Time can be Waken oYer a meal Wo giYe
e[planaWionV and anVZerV Wo qXeVWionV, VomeWhing JeVXV himVelf Vo ofWen did, ofWen

in Whe midVW of conWroYerV\. When Philip meW Whe EWhiopian eXnXchb reading IVaiah

he aVked him if he XnderVWood. HiV perfecWl\ reaVonable repl\ ZaV, "hoZ can I
XnderVWand XnleVV Vomeone gXideV me?' PUa\ IRU RSSRUWXQLWLHV, JUacH aQG ZLVGRP WR
GR aV PKLOLS GLG, ZKR, bHJLQQLQJ aW WKH SRLQW ZKHUH WKH PaQ ZaV VWaUWLQJ, "SURcOaLPHG WR
KLP WKH JRRG QHZV abRXW JHVXV CKULVW'", VXcK WKaW WKH PaQ ZaV baSWLVHG. PUa\ WKaW PaQ\
Pa\ PRYH IURP VHHNLQJ aQVZHUV WR "JRLQJ RQ WKHLU Za\ UHMRLcLQJ." (AcWV 8:30-39). b bb

Pentecost
The FeaVW of FirVWfrXiWV came on Whe
ØrVW da\ afWer Whe PaVVoYer SabbaWh

(LeYiWicXV 23:9-14). ThiV ZaV Whe da\

WhaW JeVXV, fXlØlling Whe VcripWXreV, roVe
from Whe dead (1 CorinWhianV 15:20).

SeYen ZeekV laWer, aW Whe FeVWiYal of

ShaYXoW (WeekV), God poXred oXW HiV
Hol\ SpiriW on all Zho ZoXld receiYe.

Since WhaW da\, Whe cr\ of eYer\ WrXe

belieYer haV been, 'giYe XV oXr
PenWecoVW', aV Ze long Wo Vee liYeV

WXrned from Vin and commXniWieV
WranVformed b\ God'V preVence and

poZer. ReYiYalV haYe come and gone, all

from hXmble beginningV and man\ from
rXral VeWWingV. PUa\ IRU RXU ORcaO YLOOaJHV,
IRU UHSHQWaQcH aQG IaLWK LQ CKULVW, IRU
WUaQVIRUPHG OLYHV, aQG IRU KHaOLQJ RI WKH
OaQG, WKaW RQcH aJaLQ WKHUH Pa\ bH UHYLYaO
ØUHV aQG KRSH LQ aQG IURP WKH cRXQWU\VLGH.

Stories of hope
PleaVe join one of oXr online meetings

beloZ Wo hear and Vhareb  hope-fXll
VWorieV of rXral miVVion and miniVWr\,

and help bXild a reVoXrce of ideaV.

7.30 - 9 pm, WedneVda\ 17 Ma\b
9 - 10.30 am, SaWXrda\ 27 Ma\

Link: hWWpV://Zeb.]oom.XV/join

MeeWing ID:b815 7509 2540
PaVVcode:b629376

A 'movement of hope' in
rural Britain
10 aP - 4 SP, SaWXUGa\ 1 JXO\, 2023.
SRXWKØHOGV FaUP, CROHVKLOO, B46 3EJ.

BXilding on Whe aboYe, Ze inYiWe \oX Wo
a 'day on the farm' hoVWed b\ John &

BeWW\ PlXmb. Come and be inVpired and

moWiYaWed b\ 'VWorieV of hope'b  and
Vhare in felloZVhip, pra\er, ZorVhip,

ZorkVhopV and a picnic.b

More details and booking at
hcdayonfarm.eventbrite.co.uk

Hope Countryside (originall\ Hope for Whe CoXnWr\Vide) iV a parWnerVhip inclXding AgricXlWXral ChriVWian FelloZVhip, Village
Hope, Whe World Pra\er CenWre, Top Barn TrXVW and oWherV. 'Hope CoXnWr\Vide' e[preVVeV oXr groZing YiVion of beaconV of pra\er
lighWing Xp acroVV rXral BriWain, bringing hope boWh WR Whe coXnWr\Vide and IURP Whe coXnWr\Vide Wo Whe Zhole of Whe naWion. OXr
aim iV Wo promoWe XnderVWanding of, and pra\er for, rXral life and commXniWieV, chXrch and miVVion, and farming and Whe land.
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