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A hope and a fXWXUe
The environment and climate change

are never far from the headlines.  The

secular discourse is pessimistic and
threatening. But the Bible offers a

message of hope, for both mankind and

the earth. JesusË resurrection
inaugurated a process that culminates

in the redemption, liberation and

transformation of creation, for which
both the Íchildren of GodÎ and the

Íwhole creationÎ are eagerly waiting

(Romans 8:19-24). GLYH WKaQNV WKaW WKH
IXWXUH RI GRGËV cUHaWLRQ LV QRW JORRP, bXW
JORU\, aQG WKaW JHVXV cRPHV bRWK WR
ÍGHVWUR\ WKRVH ZKR GHVWUR\ WKH HaUWKÎ aQG
WR ÍUHVWRUH aOO WKLQJV" (ReYelaWion 11:18;
AcWV 3:21).¬

FRU WKH cUHaWLRQ ZaLWV ZLWK HaJHU ORQJLQJ IRU
WKH UHYHaOLQJ RI WKH VRQV RI GRG. FRU WKH

cUHaWLRQ ZaV VXbMHcWHG WR IXWLOLW\, QRW ZLOOLQJO\,
bXW bHcaXVH RI HLP ZKR VXbMHcWHG LW, LQ KRSH
WKaW WKH cUHaWLRQ LWVHOI ZLOO bH VHW IUHH IURP LWV

bRQGaJH WR cRUUXSWLRQ aQG RbWaLQ WKH IUHHGRP
RI WKH JORU\ RI WKH cKLOGUHQ RI GRG (RRPaQV

8:19-21).

CaUing foU cUeaWion
The destiny of creation is secured Êin

ChristË. But we are called to care for
GodËs creation as His viceroys and

stewards (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15), to

love His creation as He does Himself
(John 3:16), and to show compassion to

animals (Psalm 147:9; Jonah 4:11;

Matthew 6:26, 10:29). PUa\ WKaW
CKULVWLaQV ZLOO KaYH a JRGO\ aQG bLbOLcaO
XQGHUVWaQGLQJ RI RXU UHOaWLRQVKLS ZLWK,
aQG UHVSRQVLbLOLW\ IRU, GRGËV cUHaWLRQ, aQG
QRW MXVW cRQIRUP WR WKH cXOWXUH aQG WKH
VSLULW RI WKH aJH, aQG WKaW WKLV ZLOO LVVXH LQ
SUacWLcaO caUH aQG cRPSaVVLRQ IRU aOO GRGËV
cUHaWXUHV (see bit.ly/kindevangelicals).

Hope foU Whe eaUWh
TKLV LVVXH RI SHHGV cHQWUHV RQ WKH WKHPHV H[SORUHG aW RXU 'Ga\ RQ WKH IaUP' RQ 2
JXO\, aQG LQ WKH UHcHQW SXPPHU 2022 LVVXH RI 'VLOOaJH LLQN'. CRQWacW XV aV abRYH
(ZLWK \RXU QaPH aQG SRVWaO aGGUHVV) LI \RX ZRXOG OLNH a cRS\ RI WKH OaWWHU.

OXU dail\ bUead
In June , UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, warned that war in
Ukraine, climate change, the pandemic and inequality have combined to

produce an Íunprecedented global hunger crisisÎ already affecting

hundreds of millions of people (bit.ly/agunfamine). In the UK, inÙation in
April was the highest in 40 years, and food coVWV incUeaVed b\ neaUl\ 9%
and Whe nXmbeU of people XVing food bankV doXbled in Whe laVW \eaU
(bit.ly/fsaukfood). YeW, WonneV of pUodXce haYe been ploXghed back dXe
Wo laboXU VhoUWageV (bit.ly/fwilabour). JeVXV Wold XV Wo SUa\ cROOecWLYeO\
aQd daLO\ fRU Whe FaWheU WR SURYLde "RXU daLO\ bUead" (MaWWheZ 6:11). PUa\

IRU OHaGHUV ZRUNLQJ WR cRPbaW WKH JORbaO IRRG cULVLV, IRU aOO ZKR aUH VXIIHULQJ
GURXJKW aQG KXQJHU, aQG IRU RXUVHOYHV, WR ÍbH JHQHURXV aQG JLYHÎ (PVaOP 37:21).

Biblical faUming and eaWingb
The Bible provides a framework for farming and food, emphasising: our

dependence on, and gratitude to, God for Êour daily breadË, stewardship of
the earth, and respect for one another. But our priorities easily become

skewed in favour of ÍselØsh gainÎ (Psalm 119:36), harming consumers,

workers and the land itself. PUa\ IRU RXU aWWLWXGHV aQG acWLRQV WR bH PRUH
cRQIRUPHG WR 'IaUPLQJ aQG HaWLQJ GRGËV Za\'. PUa\ WKaW WKH JRYHUQPHQWËV QHZ
'FRRG SWUaWHJ\' ZLOO OHaG WR MXVW aQG VXVWaLQabOH SROLcLHV WKaW LPSURYH IRRG VHOI-
VXIØcLHQc\, cUHaWH MRbV,b aQG caUH IRU WKH OaQG.

ToZn and coXnWU\
This summer sees the return of many agricultural and countryside shows.
PUa\ WKaW WKHVH ZLOO KHOS bXLOG JRRG UHOaWLRQVKLSV bHWZHHQ WRZQ aQG cRXQWU\
aQG JUHaWHU UHVSHcW aQG HQMR\PHQW RI WKH cRXQWU\VLGH. PUa\ IRU RUJaQLVaWLRQV,b
VXcK aV FaUPLQJ CKULVWLaQ LLQN (IaUPLQJcKULVWLaQOLQN.cR.XN) aQG CRXQWLHV
(cRXQWLHVXN.RUJ), aQG ORcaO cKXUcKHV, ZKR ZLOO VKaUH WKH JRVSHO aW WKHVH. PUa\
WKaW WKH cXUUHQW WXUPRLO LQ WKH ZRUOG aQG LQ RXU RZQ QaWLRQ ZLOO SURPSW PaQ\ WR
aVN ÊH[LVWHQWLaOË TXHVWLRQV aQG ØQG WKH LRUG HLPVHOI aV WKH aQVZHU WR WKHVH.

'The Bible VpeakV'
Scripture says much about God and His creation, which he loves and which
is always praising Him (Psalm 145:10). Studying creation and scripture

deepens our understanding of our place on this earth and in His purposes

(see our new bible studies - bit.ly/hccscmq). In a world fearful about the
future of the earth, SUa\ WKaW PaQ\ ZLOO WXUQ WR WKH BLbOH aQG ØQG WKH cUHaWRU
aQG VXVWaLQHU RI aOO OLIH, LQ WKRP aOO WKLQJV KROG WRJHWKHU (CRORVVLaQV 1:17).

Hope CoXnWr\Vide (originally Hope for the Countryside) is a partnership including Agricultural Christian
Fellowship, Village Hope, the World Prayer Centre, Top Barn Trust and others. 'Hope Countryside'
expresses our growing vision of beacons of prayer lighting up across rural Britain, bringing hope both WR
the countryside and IURP the countryside to the whole of the nation. Our aim is to promote under-
standing of, and prayer for, rural life and communities, church and mission, and farming and the land.

'Seeds of prayer' is a resource for prayer for
individuals, groups, church services and
other meetings. If you would like to feed
back your own insights and prayers then we
would be very happy to hear from you.

Seeds of Prayer


